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to a condition of practical slavery. The General
Government then proceeded upon the notion that
if the privilege of the ballot were extended to
the freedmen there would be a competition, as else-
where under free suffrage, for their votes, and
legislators would be chosen who would enact laws to
enforce their rights. But the expected competition
did not arise, and the legislative bodies of the several
Southern States, still composed of white men only,
proceeded to enact laws embodying various devices
which would, and did, practically nullify the gift of
the ballot. This provoked a more energetic deter-
mination by the General Government to enforce the
right of the freedmen to the ballot and to a general
equality with the whites before the law. A formi-
dable mass of legislation was enacted in pursuance of
this determination, crowned by an amendment of the
Constitution itself, prohibiting all political discrimina-
tion of every form between citizens, based upon the
distinctions of colour or race. The legislative de-
vices by which the white men had been enabled to
baffle the gift of political equality to the freedmen
being thus rendered ineffective, they took the only
course remaining to them and resorted to such forms
of force and fraud as seemed best calculated to defeat
the Constitutional and Congressional enactments.
In some places terror was produced among the ne-
groes by a general and noisy display of firearms pre-
vious to and at the time of the elections, by which the
negroes were intimidated and abstained from voting
through fear; in others, where they ventured to vote,
the ballot was fraudulently tampered with so as to